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Those Serving the Servants Today

First Lutheran is a community, a gathering of peopf

diverse ages, cultures and traditions. Presider/Homilist

Just as Jesus opened himself to all and, by imipdica Assisting Minister
opened the reign of God to all, so we, the membgrs
First Lutheran seek to do the same. Lector
Therefore, all are welcome here regardless of thade, Acolyte
gender or sexual orientation; regardless of thaicisl, .. .
economic, educational, linguistic or relationshiatsis; Ministry of MUS'C
regardless of their citizenship, religious or cull Organ/Piano
background or makeup of their family; and regardle$ Flutist

their physical, mental, emotional or spiritual cdtiah.
There is a place for you in our community worshig
service and life.

Gift Bearers

- o ) Communion Servers
To our Visitors: You are invited to sign our guest book

in the Narthex (lobby) and join us for coffee anc
conversation downstairs after worship.

First Lutheran is easily accessibléa major city routes
- 41 Avenue and Kingsway — and Bus #41 runs we:
from the Joyce Street Skytrain station. Ample paghs ~ Coffee Hour Hosts
available in a lot just west of the church and be t
church side of the two streets--Wales Street arl 4:
Avenue. The wheelchair entrance is also the offic
entrance on 4% Avenue.
Altar Guild
For your conveniencethere is an elevator in the
southwest corner of the building, fully accessibl
washrooms on the main floor in the northwest corn
and two washrooms down the stairs at the east®tido Offering Counters
lower level. A childcare play area is on the loveel.

The present buildinggrected in 1957, is the third in our
history. Founded by Scandinavian fisherméiirst
Lutheraniis tied closely to the history of Vancouver.
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Our logo reflects our ethnic and Christian rootey o If you would like to serve God and our
West Coast location as well as the varied races a community by assisting in our Sunday worship,
cultures whichenrich our life and mlnlstry together. p|ea5e contact Iris Kong, our office administrator,

at 604.435.6020.
5745 Wales Street,Vancouver, BC

Canada V5R 3N3 _
Phone: 604-435-6020 Fax: 604-430-6930 986-5389.
Email: info@firstlutheranvancouver.com
www.firstlutheranvancouver.com

If you would like to help with
Coffee Hour, please call Julie Bauming at 604



Holy Communion, Setting |

Worshippers may wish to light a votive candle immogy of a loved one or for meditation. This maydbee at any
time before or during the liturgy except during ecomity prayers, readings or homily. Since the neindf candles
is limited and to avoid mishaps, parents and care are asked to be attentive when allowing chiidio light one.

INTRODUCTION

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more d&eply the treasures of faith. In today's gospel

Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to useiga of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home
yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured,@eaet that gains a great catch. Even as we #ieekiches
of God's reign, the great surprise is that God'aag finds us first!

PRELUDE Beneditus Alec Rowley
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS p. 94
GATHERING HYMN # 796 “How Firm a Foundation”

GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, throbgideath and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into our kingdom of justice and meiBy.your Spirit, give us your wisdom,
that we may treasure the life that comes from JEsuist, our Saviour and Lordumen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 29:15-28

The young shepherd Jacob met his match in thehaldreerd, Laban, his father-in-law. Laban gave Jacob
his older daughter, Leah, when he had promisedue kim Rachel. Jacob worked fourteen years

to earn his favourite wife, Rachel, but the yeamnsed like a few days because of his love for her.

*Then Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsshould you therefore serve me
for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages bé®ow Laban had two daughters;

the name of the elder was Leah, and the name ofoilneger was Rachel/Leah's eyes
were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beauttflilacob loved Rachel: so he said,

" will serve you seven years for your younger dateg Rachel."**Laban said, "It is better
that | give her to you than that | should give feeany other man; stay with me."

%S0 Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and teeyeseto him but a few days
because of the love he had for her.

ZThen Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife thaaymo in to her,
for my time is completed.#*So Laban gathered together all the people of theepl
and made a feast’But in the evening he took his daughter Leah aoddgnt her to Jacob;
and he went in to her¥(Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leabettier maid.)
\When morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob saicetoaln, "What is this you have done
to me? Did | not serve with you for Rachel? Whynthave you deceived me?"
%Laban said, "This is not done in our country — iythe younger before the firstborn.
2’Complete the week of this one, and we will give yloei other also in return for serving me
another seven years®®Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Labaa jen
his daughter Rachel as a wife.

Response after the reading:  Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 105:1-11, 45b
Make known the deeds of the Lord among the pedpéelujah! (Ps. 105:1, 45)
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!Give thanks to the LORD and call Upn God's name;

make known the deeds of the LORD mong the peoples.
’Sing to thd LORD, sing praises,

and speak of all God'snarvelous works.
®Glory in God's holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek th&RD rejoice.
“Search for the strengtiof the LORD;

continually!' seek God's face.
SRemember the marvel§od has done,

the wonders and the judgmehté God's mouth,
®0 offspring of Abral ham, God's servant,

O children of Jacob, God'shosen ones. R



"The LORD!'is our God,
whose judgments prevail imll the world,
8who has always been mindfwf the covenant,
the promise made for a thousdwgenerations:
%the covenantmade with Abraham,
the oatH sworn to Isaac,
Ywhich God established as a statte for Jacob,
an everlasting covénant for Israel,
Ysaying, "To you will | give théland of Canaan
to be your allotted inheritancé®! Hallelujah! R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26—-39

These words celebrate the depth of God's actianssfoThrough Christ's death for us and the agfivit

of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to Gadok& poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not edesith itself,
is able to separate us from such incredible divowe.

*Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; ferde not know how to pray as we ought,
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too déepvords. >’And God,

who searches the heart, knows what is the mindeoSpirit,

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints acaptd the will of God.

e know that all things work together for good tloose who love God, who are called
according to his purposé’For those whom he foreknew he also predestined tmhformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he mightheefirstborn within a large family.

%And those whom he predestined he also called; mrsktwhom he called he also justified;
and those whom he justified he also glorified.

¥\What then are we to say about these things? Ifi§ém us, who is against us?
¥He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave hiofor all of us, will he not with him
also give us everything elsédWho will bring any charge against God's elect? [Bbd
who justifies. 3Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who dies, wo was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intdesefor us.**Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distreses persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword?*°As it is written,

"For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”

*No, in all these things we are more than conquetmoaigh him who loved us.
38or | am convinced that neither death, nor life, @ogels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor power&nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in albtian,
will be able to separate us from the love of Go@imist Jesus our Lord.

Response after the reading:  Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Alleluia” (Sing before and after reading) p. 102

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Throughout Matthew's gospel, Jesus and his dissipteclaim the good news that "the kingdom of heas@aear!"
Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that@epthe implications of this announcement for pesgives.
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Response after announcemeflory to you, O God

*He put before them another parable: "The kingdotmeaiven is like a mustard seed

that someone took and sowed in his fieldt is the smallest of all the seeds,

but when it has grown it is the greatest of shiauis becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air
come and make nests in its branches.”

%He told them another parable: "The kingdom of hadsdike yeast that a woman took
and mixed in with three measures of flour untiladlit was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hiddenfield, which someone found and hid:;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he nasbaiys that field.

“>Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchargdarch of fine pearls;

“®on finding one pearl of great value, he went arid ab that he had and bought it.

“’Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that mewn into the sea and caught fish
of every kind,; “&vhen it was full, they drew it ashore, sat dowrd pat the good into baskets
but threw out the bad®®So it will be at the end of the age. The angelsauiime out
and separate the evil from the rightecsnd throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

*Have you understood all this? They answered, "Y&#&hd he said to them,
"Therefore every scribe who has been trained fekthgdom of heaven is like the master
of a household who brings out of his treasure whaew and what is old."

Response to conclusion of readinigraise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY (Silence follows for reflection)
HYMN OF THE DAY

APOSTLES’' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

# 781 “Children of the Heavenly Father”

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born ahe virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifiedlied and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of sats,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection ofié¢ body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Led by the Holy Spirit, and with the whole peopfeGmd in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God's creatiohrief silence.

Let us pray for Christians everywhere, that they mvark together for good. Help them always
to act in accord with God's good purposes. Hea®buSpd.Your mercy is great.

Let us pray for the restoration of forests, fielaisg prairies that provide homes for birds,
wild animals, and livestock. Teach us to respddaatl and creatures.
Hear us, O GodYour mercy is great.

Let us pray for rulers and people in power, thaytact responsibly for the good of all people.
Search their hearts, O God, and lead them to warfitice.
Hear us, O GodYour mercy is great.

Let us pray for all who are suffering hardship:gtevho are hungry, unemployed, persecuted,
naked, or illespecially.. Give them the assurance that nothing can sephete
from your love. Hear us, O Go¥our mercy is great.

Let us pray for this assembly that we may diligestiek the treasure of God's kingdom.
Make us rise up like leaven to serve. Hear us, @.%our mercy is great.

Let us give thanks for the saints beforeaspecially...who are more than conquerors
through Christ and now live in glory. Let their méiss teach us how to serve.
Hear us, O GodYour mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves dridrakhom we pray,
trusting in your abundant mercy, through JesussEGlour Saviour and Lordsmen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERTORY Minuet in G
OFFERTORY PRAYER (All rise) p. 107

Ludwig van Beethoven

GREAT THANKSGIVING (The three-fold exchange is sung unaccompanied)

“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (prayer over the gifts of bread and wine)

LORD’S PRAYER

“‘LAMB OF GOD” p. 112
FRACTION The gifts of God for the people of Go@hanks be to God.

It is Christ himself who invites all the baptizedmbers of God's family
—and all our guests—to come to his table whereivesdis body and blood,
. along with the gifts of forgiveness, life and séitva under the forms of bread
u and wine. After receiving the bread into the op@raised palm, all may drink
{ from the first (common) cup or, if desired, havaratividual glass filled
from the second (pouring) cup.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION # 824 *“This Is My Father’'s World”
Rejoice Greatly All My Soul Sigfird Karg-Elert

“NOW, LORD, YOU LET YOUR SERVANT" p. 113

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (All rise)

BLESSING p. 114
SENDING HYMN #880 “O God beyond All Praising”

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE Holy God, We Praise Thy Name Flor Peeters

Announcements

We are looking for altar guild volunteers
to fill two positions. One is to iron the
linens and the other for alta
table setup or cleanup.
Please let the church office
know if you are available
and willing to help out.

Important!

The roof and skylight at FLC will be under
construction from August 15 - 31.

We will worship at St. Thomas Anglican on
August 21 and August 28lease note

If you have an unused adult bicycle (R ST SUBER SEREE S

collecting dust & rust, we can putitto use| at 10:00 am
Please, contact Mikhail
at 604-435-6020. e
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First Lutheran Churchs a member of thBritish

Columbia Synod(one of five regions) which
make up theEvangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada (ELCIC)which in turn belongs to the
Lutheran World Federatiomvhich represents the
80 million Lutherans around the world. For
more information on the ministries of the ELCIC
(office in Winnipeg, Manitoba), visit its website
at www.elcic.ca For similar information on the
BC synod, visit its office in New Westminster or
its website at www.bcsynod.arg

Financial supportof our congregation’s life and
mission is provided by the donations of our
members given in thankful response to th
generosity shown by God in the gifts given to u
Offerings of any amount are gratefully accepte
and joyfully spent in our service to Christ and tg
others.

Have you remembered First Lutheran in your

—

will?  Consider how a bequest or gift migh
continue supporting our mission and ministry.
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Ministers God's Baptized People

Pastor Richard Hergesheimer

604.430.2536

Jeanette Price
604.251.2656

Minister of Music

Office Administrator  Iris Kong

604.456.0476

Caretaker Peter dela Torre

Altar Guild Coordinator
Janet Schreiber

Liturgical Artist June Schramm

Church Council
Russell Collins €hairperson

Sandi StrateVice Chair & Human Resources
Ernie NeumannTFreasurer
Sylvia Harris -Envelope Secretary
Julie Bauming Secretary &

Fellowship& Hospitality
Karen Kerfoot +ellowship& Hospitality
Ingrid Bielenberg Fellowship& Hospitality
Alex Wilson -Property
Kim Hoath -Property
Mikhail Lennikov -Outreach
Karen Duddy Seniors & Outreach
June HeywoodEducation




