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ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

AUGUST 28, 2011
A Liturgy of Word and Sacrament

INTRODUCTION

When Peter doesn't grasp Jesus' words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them.
Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil.

In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

Today is the commemoration of Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, who died in 430, and Moses the Black, monk and martyr,
who died around 400.

PRELUDE
GATHERING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN #532 “Gather Us In”, v. 3 - unaccompanied

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God from which nothing can separate us,
and the life-giving Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength

to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING: Exodus 3:1-15

Moses experienced the call of God when God appeared to him in a bush that burned but was not consumed.
When Moses expressed his unworthiness, God promised to be with him. When Moses objected that people
would demand to know God's name, God revealed his personal name, Yahweh (I AM WHO I AM), or the LORD.
Israel discovered God's true identity when God took them out of Egypt.

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock
beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. ’There the angel of the LORD
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was
not consumed. *Then Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the
bush is not burned up." *When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him
out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." >Then he said, "Come no closer!
Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." °He
said further, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of

Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

"Then the LORD said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt;
I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings,
8and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a
good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. *The cry of the Israelites has now
come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. '°So come, I will send you to Pharaoh
to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt." ''But Moses said to God,
"Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" '*He said,
"I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought
the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain."

BBut Moses said to God, "If T come to the Israelites and say to them, "The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?"
“God said to Moses, " I AM WHO I AM." He said further, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites,
'Tam has sent me to you." God also said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites,
"The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has sent me to you'"

This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.

Response: Holy Wisdom, holy Word. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of
our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good.
While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all people.

°Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; %ove one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit,
serve the Lord. '“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
BContribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

'“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. '*Rejoice with those
who rejoice, weep with those who weep. '°Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty,
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. '"Do not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. '*If it is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. "’Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room
for the wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." >
No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink;
for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads." *'Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good.

Response: Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
LESSON HYMN #514 “O Word of God Incarnate”
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28

After Peter confesses that Jesus is "the Messiah, the Son of the living God" (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose
of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a "rock."
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Response to announcement of the Gospel: Glory to you, O Lord.

*'From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised. *And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
"God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you." *But he turned and said to Peter,
"Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things."
*Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *’For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. *°For what will it profit them
if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
*’For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay everyone for what has been done. **Truly I tell you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."

Response: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY (Silence for reflection follows)
HYMN OF THE DAY #715 “Christ, Be Our Light” ,v. 3 - women only; v. 4 - men only

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God's creation. A brief silence.

O God: We pray for all who work today to share the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ.
We especially remember those who gather under the threat of persecution,
that they might be sustained. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

From the smallest ant to the tallest tree — your entire creation is a masterpiece and a gift.
Help us treat your creation with respect and care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all nations at war or facing disease and poverty, especially Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia, Libya,
and Syria, we ask for your life-giving presence and peace, O God. We pray for clean water
and an end to hunger. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Look with compassion on all who are suffering: the unemployed, abused and neglected children,
people who are depressed and lonely, and those facing challenges to their health especially...
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Look with kindness on our two congregations, O God. Weave us into nets that provide comfort
and support, refuge and friendship. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

With thanksgiving, O God, we remember all who abide with you in heaven especially Augustine,
Bishop of Hippo, and Moses the Black, monk and martyr, and ...
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercys;
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING/OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER (All rise)

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing.
Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Giving thanks over the gifts)
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honour is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

FRACTION (as the bread is broken)
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

SHARING OF THE BLESSED SUPPER

\ It is Christ himself who invites all the baptized members of God’s family
N ‘7 —and all our guests—to come to his table where he gives his body and blood,
along with the gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation under the forms of bread

‘ _and wine. After receiving the bread into the open, upraised palm, all may drink

= from the first (common) cup or, if desired, instinct (dip) the bread into the second cup.
A

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION #656 ‘“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (All rise)

Generous God, we give you thanks that again this day you have opened wide your hand and
satisfied us with the food of life, the body and blood of Christ. Sharing your compassionate heart,
may we be blessed and given to all who hunger and thirst; through Jesus Christ,

our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN # 660 “Lift High the Cross” (see the back cover)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Thank you to the clergy and members of St. Thomas for hosting our joint
worship today and last Sunday while the roof and skylight at First Lutheran are
being repaired/replaced. Worship at First Lutheran resumes next Sunday at
10:30 am.
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