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First Lutheran is a community, a gathering of
people of diverse ages, cultures and traditions.
Just as Jesus opened himself to all and, by
implication, opened the reign of God to all, so
we, the members of First Lutheran seek to do
the same.
All are welcome here regardless of their race,
gender or sexual orientation; regardless of
their social, economic, educational, linguistic
or relationship status; regardless of their
citizenship, religious or cultural background or
makeup of their family; and regardless of their
physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual
condition. There is a place for you in our
community worship, service and life. We have
proudly served as a Reconciled in Christ
Congregation since 2000.
We acknowledge that we gather, worship,
work, and play on the unceded and ancestral
lands of the Coast Salish peoples, the
Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Watuth
nations. We are committed to learning and
raising awareness of our country’s historical
relationship with First Peoples and continue to
work toward true Reconciliation.

In-Person Worship at First Lutheran

As a sign of our care and love for one another,
we are requiring everyone over the age of 3 to
wear a properly fitted mask covering both
nose and mouth while inside the church
building. (Masks can be briefly lowered for
communion as noted below and for Fellowship
Hour while eating). We strongly encourage all
worshipers age 5 and up to be fully
vaccinated.
Worship attendees will be greeted at the
42nd street entrance off of the narthex when
doors open at 10am. All are welcome to join
us for conversation and refreshments in the
Fellowship Hall downstairs after the service.
As you come forward for communion, please
be respectful of social distancing. There is a
sanitizing station located along the center
aisle, please sanitize your hands and keep
your mask up while collecting your wafer and
your cup of light colored grape juice or dark
colored wine. If you need a gluten free wafer,
please let the presider know. Please move to
the far side where the containers for used
cups are located before consuming the wafer
and the juice or wine. Once finished, please
put on your mask and return to your seat
using the side aisles.

Congregants with mobility needs can receive
communion at their seats as usual. If you do
not wish to receive communion, please cross
your arms over your chest to indicate that you
would prefer a blessing from the presider.
If you feel unwell for any reason or cannot
follow our COVID restrictions, please remain at
home and participate online. We will continue
to stream our services via YouTube.
(www.youtube.com/firstlutheranchurchvancouver)
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PRELUDE
WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
It is with a heart for reconciliation that First Lutheran Church
acknowledges that we meet and work and worship on the traditional,
ancestral, and unceded lands of the Coast Salish peoples — the
Musqueam, the Squamish, and the Tsleil-Waututh nations.
We live on and enjoy the benefits of land that was kept, guarded, and
nurtured by peoples who lived in harmony with it since time immemorial.
These peoples were displaced. Their cultural items were stolen. Their
cultures and languages were forbidden. Their children were removed from
their homes and families and their childhood was obliterated.

We would be naive to suppose that the harms of colonialism are in the
past. Indigenous peoples are incarcerated in much higher numbers than
the general population. Indigenous children make up the majority of
children in government care, as well as childhood deaths while in
government care. Too many Indigenous women go missing and are
murdered.
The Bible tells us that it can take seven generations to heal from a
grievous sin. While it has been many more generations since that original
sin against Indigenous people on this continent, it can be argued that we
have taken few, if any, steps to atone for the evil done to them. We owe
it, not only to the Musqueam, the Squamish, and the Tsleil-Waututh
nations to continue our journey of truth and reconciliation, but to our
children and future generations, as well. For where we leave this work off,
our children must take it up.

GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN — Let Streams of Living Justice (ELW 710)
(You are invited to stand)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE—Glory to God (ELW 164)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your
mercy set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from
everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen. (You may be seated)

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 65:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.
I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.
I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
to a nation that did not call on my name.
I held out my hands all day long
to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices;
a people who provoke me
to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens
and offering incense on bricks;
who sit inside tombs,
and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh,
with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all day long.

See, it is written before me:
I will not keep silent, but I will repay;
I will indeed repay into their laps
their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together,
says the Lord;
because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills,
I will measure into their laps
full payment for their actions.
Thus says the Lord:
As the wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, “Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it,”
so I will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.
I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,
and my servants shall settle there.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 22:19-28 (The Psalm will be spoken responsively. The
congregation will speak the portions in bold print.)
But you, O Lord, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
Deliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.

Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
I will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.
For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the Lord’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.
From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live
forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
For dominion belongs to the Lord,
who rules over the nations.
SECOND READING: Galatians 3:23-29
A reading from Galatians.
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law
until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian
until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith
has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus
you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION—Celtic Alleluia (ELW 174)
(You are invited to stand)

GOSPEL: Luke 8:26-39
The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes,
which is opposite Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who
had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did
not live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down
before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For
many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with
chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the
demon into the wilds.)

Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many
demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them to go back
into the abyss.
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission.
Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the
herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in
the city and in the country. Then people came out to see what had
happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom
the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right
mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them how the one
who had been possessed by demons had been healed. Then all the people
of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for
they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The
man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him;
but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the
city how much Jesus had done for him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (You may be seated)
SERMON—Pastor Rebekah Swanson

HYMN OF THE DAY — Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)
(You are invited to stand)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, creation,
and all in need. (A brief silence).

Holy God, you hear the cries of those who seek you. Equip your church with
evangelists who reveal the continuous call of your outstretched hands and
your promises of a home in you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Guided by the British Columbia Synod Prayer Cycle we pray; for our bishops
Susan and Kathy, for Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran in Comox, for our
seminaries in Saskatoon and Waterloo and for all faculty, staff and seminary
students. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air, and
waterways have been harmed. Guide us to develop and implement sources
of energy and food production that do not destroy the earth. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

With the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayers Cycle, we join
voices all over the world in praying for the following countries & territories
this week; for Malawi and Zambia. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Loving Redeemer, you delight in the human race. Move the hearts of world
leaders to seek wisdom, speak truth, and care for all endangered by
poverty, prejudice, or violence. Further the work of international
collaboration and peacemaking. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
For Ukraine and all those in war-torn lands. Guide global leaders toward
peace and justice. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Abiding Comforter, you call out to all who live. Restore severed
relationships and protect children who lack trustworthy caregivers. Grant
hope to those who are experiencing fear, pain, or grief. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Holy Three, you are community and you create community. Build up
ministries that support those who are isolated or lonely. Give endurance as
we nurture vital relationships in our congregation and beyond. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
Holy God, we remember your saints for their strong faith and witness, even
unto death. Console grieving families. Stir up in us the resolve to end the
sin of white supremacy and pursue the courageous path of justice. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit,
we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy
keeping.
Amen.
PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(You may share a visual sign of peace to those around you but please do
not leave your seat.) (You may be seated)

OFFERTORY HYMN — Give Thanks (TFF 292)

OFFERTORY PRAYER (You are invited to stand)
Let us pray.
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory
through Jesus Christ, now and forever.
Amen.

MEAL
DIALOG
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS—Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW 191)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Mother, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil,
for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen. (You may be seated)
LAMB OF GOD — Jesus, Lamb of God (ELW 199)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
(Please come forward to receive communion in a manner that respects
social distancing. Please keep your mask up while receiving your wafer.)
COMMUNION HYMN—Music Alone Shall Live

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (You are invited to stand)
Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN — My Life Flows On In Endless Song (ELW 763)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Music, graphics, and liturgy resources reprinted from SUNDAYS AND SEASONS, copyright 2021, Augsburg Fortress, unless otherwise noted.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-237492.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAY TO:
Joel W.
June H.

Blair D.
Jordan M.

Jacob S.
Norita D.

Marion M.
Paul S.

FAREWELL FOR REBEKAH
Join us after the service on June 26th for lunch and coffee as we say
farewell and Godspeed to Pastor Rebekah.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY—JUNE 21st
Canada celebrates Indigenous People’s day this Tuesday, June 21st. There
are several community events happening in the lower mainland to honor
and celebrate the contributions of First Nations, Metis, and Inuit peoples.
We encourage everyone to participate in this day of celebration and to
educate yourselves on reconciliation.

UPCOMING AT FIRST LUTHERAN
Sunday, June 19
2nd Sunday in Pentecost, Holy Communion, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)
Sunday School, 11:30a (Study Room)
Confirmation, 11:30a (Loft Room)

Sunday, June 26
3rd Sunday in Pentecost, Holy Communion, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Farewell Lunch and Coffee for Rebekah, 11:30a (Social Hall)

Sunday, July 3
4th Sunday After Pentecost, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)

Monday, July 4
July Council Meeting, 7:00p (Zoom)

Sunday, July 10
5th Sunday After Pentecost, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)

Sunday, July 17
6th Sunday After Pentecost, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)

CHARITY NOMINATION FORMS
The FLC Council has decided how to tithe Selma's gift. Thanks to her
generosity, our congregation has $20,000 to donate to registered charities.
At our last Council meeting, the Council decided to donate 1/4 of that
amount ($5,000) to charities offering humanitarian relief and support to the
people of Ukraine. We have chosen to give $2500 each to:

1) CLWR Ukraine Crisis Response (Canadian Lutheran World Relief)
CLWR provides emergency assistance to the over 4 million refugees who
have fled Ukraine and the 6.5 million people who are internally
displaced. CLWR partners in the ACT Alliance are responding in Ukraine and
the region to meet immediate humanitarian needs such as food, shelter,
emergency supplies, and trauma support. CLWR's response will also support
the vital coordinating work of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF).
Website: https://www.clwr.org/ukraine-response
2) HART (Humanitarian Aid Response Team)
HART supports an extensive network of churches throughout Ukraine. It
serves refugees fleeing from war zones. Churches are being used as Aid
Centres for sleeping, eating, and medical aid supplies. Truckloads of supplies
are delivered to a distribution center near Lviv, in western Ukraine, and
volunteers distribute the supplies further by small vans to other areas.
Orphans have been evacuated. Medical aid and ambulances have been sent
to the front lines. All donations go directly to aid. Administration costs are
covered by a separate donor. Website: https://hart.ca/
FLC's Outreach Committee is asking members of the congregation to
nominate registered charities where we could donate the remaining
$15,000. Charity Nomination Forms will be available on Sunday mornings in
the narthex. Only registered charities will be considered.

DIRECTORY
Ministers
Pastor
Office Administrator

God's People
Rev. Rebekah Swanson (778.222.5115)
Norita Dobyns (604.435.6020)
[Sunday 8-1, Mon-Thurs 9-2, Fridays Closed]
Peter Dela Torre
TBD
Linda C. & Marion M. & Beverley F.
Gloria Tymm

Caretaker
Altar Guild Coordinator
Chancel Care
Envelope Secretary
Church Council
Janet Schreiber
Heather Robbie
Heidi Ackermann
Sylvia Harris
Carol Laslett
Emmanuel Manu
Joel Westereng
Karl van Spronsen
Kirsten Jensen

Chairperson + Outreach Committee
Vice-Chairperson + Hospitality Committee
Secretary + Visioning Committee
Treasurer + Stewardship & Finance Committee
Music & Worship Committee
Property Committee
Education Committee
COVID Task Force Coordinator
Human Resources + Constitution Committee

Mutual Ministry Committee
Heidi Ackermann, Russell Collins, and Marly Zell
You can find First Lutheran on:
Twitter:
FirstLutheranVan
Instagram:
first.lutheran.vancouver

For pastoral emergencies, please call Pr. Rebekah at 778-222-5115.
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