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First Lutheran is a community, a gathering
of people of diverse ages, cultures and
traditions. Just as Jesus opened himself to
all and, by implication, opened the reign of
God to all, so we, the members of First
Lutheran seek to do the same.
All are welcome here regardless of their
race, gender or sexual orientation;
regardless of their social, economic,
educational, linguistic or relationship
status; regardless of their citizenship,
religious or cultural background or makeup
of their family; and regardless of their
physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual
condition. There is a place for you in our
community worship, service and life. We
have proudly served as a Reconciled in
Christ Congregation since 2000.
We acknowledge that we gather, worship,
work, and play on the unceded and
ancestral lands of the Coast Salish peoples,
the Musqueam, Squamish and TsleilWatuth nations. We are committed to
learning and raising awareness of our
country’s historical relationship with First
Peoples and continue to work toward true
Reconciliation.

In-Person Worship at First Lutheran

As a sign of our care and love for one
another, we are requiring everyone over
the age of 3 to wear a properly fitted mask
covering both nose and mouth while inside
the church building. (Masks can be briefly
lowered for Fellowship Hour while eating).
We strongly encourage all worshipers age 5
and up to be fully vaccinated.
Worship attendees will be greeted at the
42nd Avenue entrance off of the narthex
when doors open at 10am. Please be sure
to sign in when you arrive! All are welcome
to join us for conversation and
refreshments in the Fellowship Hall
downstairs after the service.
If you feel unwell for any reason or cannot
follow our COVID restrictions, please
remain at home and participate online. We
will continue to stream our services via
YouTube.
(www.youtube.com/firstlutheranchurchvancouver)

For your convenience, there is an elevator
in the southwest corner of the building.
Accessible, gender neutral washrooms are
on the main floor in the northwest corner.
There are additionally two washrooms
down the stairs at the east end of the lower
level. A wheelchair accessible entrance
(also our office entrance) is located near
the parking lot on the 42nd street side.
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Twenty-third Sunday
after pentecost
November 13, 2022
Setting Three — Holy Communion

PRELUDE
Arioso

J. S. Bach

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
It is with a heart for reconciliation that First Lutheran Church
acknowledges that we meet and work and worship on the traditional,
ancestral, and unceded lands of the Coast Salish peoples — the
Musqueam, the Squamish, and the Tsleil-Waututh nations.

GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning
us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG — Oh, Sing to the Lord (ELW 822)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is
strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our
ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary without losing
what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
(You may be seated)

WORD
FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-2a
A reading from Malachi.
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says
the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut
for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with
healing in its wings.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 98
(The Psalm will be spoken responsively. The congregation will speak the
portions in bold print.)
Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
O Lord, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
Sing to the Lord| with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lord.

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
who comes to judge the earth.
The Lord will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity

SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
A reading from second Thessalonians.
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the
tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought
to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat
anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night
and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do
not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even
when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to
work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness,
mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living. Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 21:5-19
The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, “As for these things
that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon
another; all will be thrown down.”
They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign
that this is about to take place?” And he said, “Beware that you are not led
astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is
near!’ Do not go after them.
“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then
he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines
and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from
heaven.
“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they
will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought
before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an

opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense
in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your
opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed
even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put
some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But
not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will gain your
souls.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (You may be seated)
SERMON—Rev. David Lefsrud
HYMN OF THE DAY — For the Troubles and the Sufferings (ACS 1051)

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared
world.
Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry.
Encourage bishops, deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their
proclamation and fill them with wisdom and endurance for challenging
times. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Guided by the British Columbia Synod Prayer Cycle we pray; for our
bishops Susan and Kathy, for our Assistant to the Bishop Rebekah, for
Grace Lutheran in Victoria; Mount Olive Lutheran in Surrey; for prison
ministries and their chaplains. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us
mindful of the ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles
of rest and new life. Help us care for what you have made. Lord, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.
With the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayers Cycle, we join
voices all over the world in praying for the following countries & territories
this week; for Aotearoa (New Zealand) and Australia. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others.
Safeguard first responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace
to veterans and heal any wounds in body, mind, or spirit. We pray
especially for Ukraine, Ethiopia, Syria, and all those living in war-torn lands.
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and
hospital personnel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health
professionals and those in their care. May the sun of righteousness rise on
all who are sick. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer.
Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the
sake of the gospel. Highlight ways we can better work together and give us
patience to work through disagreement. Lord, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died.
Comfort us with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord,
in your mercy, receive our prayer.
Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

LITANY OF WELCOME
A church family is constantly changing. Individuals come and go in our
church life. It is important and right that we recognize these times of
passage, of endings and beginnings. Today we share the time of welcome
with Pastor Dave whose time as our interim pastor begins.
Leader:

Pastor Dave, in the presence of this congregation will you
commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility, and
promise to discharge your duties in harmony with the good
order of the church?

Pastor:

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Leader:

Will you love, serve and pray for these people of God,
nourishing them with the Word and the sacraments and lead
them forward during this important time of change?

Pastor:

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Leader:

Will you lead this people of God in giving faithful witness to
the Word and making known the love of God through loving
service both in the congregation and in this community?

Pastor:

I will, and I ask God to help me.

Leader:

May Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these
things, give you the power of his Spirit so that you may

perform them with strength and compassion.
Amen.
Leader:

I ask all of you, now, people of First Lutheran church, will you
receive this messenger of Christ, Pastor Dave, who continues
the work of bringing the Gospel of hope and salvation? Will
you regard him as a fellow servant of Christ and work with him
in the ministry of this congregation?

Congregation:
Leader:

Will you pray for him and honour him for his work’s sake and
in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of
Christ?

Congregation:
Leader:

We will.

We will.

By your statements of commitment and the affirmation of this
congregation, we welcome you Pastor Dave as interim
minister of First Lutheran Church in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation:

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(You may share a visual sign of peace to those around you but please do
not leave your seat.)
OFFERING HYMN—Let the Vineyards be Fruitful (ELW 182)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love,
through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

MEAL
DIALOG
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Mother, Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil,
for the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. (Please come forward while
respecting social distancing. Keep your mask up while receiving your wafer
and wine; wait until you are at the far side next to the red candles before
lowering your mask to consume the elements.)

COMMUNION HYMN—This Feast of Love (ACS 962)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of peace,
Who creates all things and calls them good,
Who makes us alive in Jesus,
And who breathes on us the Spirit of hope,
☩ Bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN — The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ACS 988)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Tuba Tune in D Major

C. S. Lang
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All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-237492.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY TO:
Lanny H.
Claire L.

Deanna W.
Emmanuel M.

Russell C.
Adam M.

Bruno T.

UPCOMING AT FIRST LUTHERAN
Sunday, November 20
Reign of Christ, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)

Sunday, November 27
1st Sunday in Advent, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)

DIRECTORY
Ministers
Interim Pastor
Caretaker
Altar Guild Coordinator
Chancel Care
Envelope Secretary
Privacy Officer

God's People
Pr. David Lefsrud
Peter Dela Torre
TBD
Linda C. & Marion M. & Beverley F.
Gloria Tymm
Joel Westereng (privacy@firstlutheranvancouver.com)

Church Council
Marly Zell
Joel Westereng
Heidi Ackermann
Sylvia Harris
Carol Laslett
Emmanuel Manu
Kirsten Jensen
Karl van Spronsen

Council Chair
Vice Chair + Education Committee
Secretary + Visioning Committee
Treasurer + Stewardship & Finance Committee
Music & Worship Committee
Property Committee
Constitution + HR Committee
COVID Task Force Coordinator

First Lutheran Church
5745 Wales Street
Vancouver, BC V5J 1Y5
Ph: 604-435-6020
info@firstlutheranvancouver.com
Office hours:
Tuesday-Friday, 9am-2pm

