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First Lutheran is a community, a gathering
of people of diverse ages, cultures and
traditions. Just as Jesus opened himself to
all and, by implication, opened the reign of
God to all, so we, the members of First
Lutheran seek to do the same.
All are welcome here regardless of their
race, gender or sexual orientation;
regardless of their social, economic,
educational, linguistic or relationship
status; regardless of their citizenship,
religious or cultural background or makeup
of their family; and regardless of their
physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual
condition. There is a place for you in our
community worship, service and life. We
have proudly served as a Reconciled in
Christ Congregation since 2000.
We acknowledge that we gather, worship,
work, and play on the unceded and
ancestral lands of the Coast Salish peoples,
the Musqueam, Squamish and TsleilWatuth nations. We are committed to
learning and raising awareness of our
country’s historical relationship with First
Peoples and continue to work toward true
Reconciliation.

In-Person Worship at First Lutheran

As a sign of our care and love for one
another, we are requiring everyone over
the age of 3 to wear a properly fitted mask
covering both nose and mouth while inside
the church building. (Masks can be briefly
lowered for Fellowship Hour while eating).
We strongly encourage all worshipers age 5
and up to be fully vaccinated.
Worship attendees will be greeted at the
42nd street entrance off of the narthex
when doors open at 10am. Please be sure
to sign in when you arrive! All are welcome
to join us for conversation and
refreshments in the Fellowship Hall
downstairs after the service.
If you feel unwell for any reason or cannot
follow our COVID restrictions, please
remain at home and participate online. We
will continue to stream our services via
YouTube.
(www.youtube.com/firstlutheranchurchvancouver)

For your convenience, there is an elevator
in the southwest corner of the building.
Accessible, gender neutral washrooms are
on the main floor in the northwest corner.
There are additionally two washrooms
down the stairs at the east end of the lower
level. A wheelchair accessible entrance
(also our office entrance) is located near
the parking lot on the 42nd street side.
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Setting Ten
PRELUDE
WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
It is with a heart for reconciliation that First Lutheran Church
acknowledges that we meet and work and worship on the traditional,
ancestral, and unceded lands of the Coast Salish peoples — the
Musqueam, the Squamish, and the Tsleil-Waututh nations.

GATHERING
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as children,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG — All Are Welcome (ELW 641)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are
humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the
generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen. (You may be seated)

WORD
FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7
A reading from Proverbs.
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great;
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 112
(The Psalm will be spoken responsively. The congregation will speak the
portions in bold print.)
Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
It is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.
Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.

They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast
forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and
pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.
SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
A reading from Hebrews.
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.
Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with
them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being
tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed
be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep
your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you
have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can
say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”
Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you;
consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Through him, then, let
us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips
that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God. (You are invited to stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14
The Holy Gospel, according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told
them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet,
do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished
than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of
you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in
disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be
honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who
exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will
be exalted.”

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a
luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or
your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return,
and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed,
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (You may be seated)
SERMON— Bishop Michael Pryse, Eastern Synod, ELCIC

HYMN OF THE DAY — Spirit, Open My Heart (ACS 1043)
(You are invited to stand. The offering will be brought forward at this time.)

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in
prayer. (A brief silence).
For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and
bishops who serve and teach your people. Awaken in your church a spirit
of invitation that reaches ever outward. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Guided by the British Columbia Synod Prayer Cycle we pray; for our bishops
Susan and Kathy, for our Assistant to the Bishop Rebekah, for Christ the King
Lutheran in Surrey, for the Ministry of Hospital Chaplains in our Synod.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent
awe for the beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and
streams, forests and deserts. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
With the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayers Cycle, we join voices
all over the world in praying for the following countries & territories this
week; for Cape Verde, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, and Senegal.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of those
who pursue justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants
and refugees and all who are persecuted for their ethnic origin or religious
beliefs. We pray especially for Ukraine, for Yemen, for Ethiopia, for Syria, and
all those who live in war-torn lands. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those who
live in isolation or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained.
Comfort all who are sick or grieving. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children,
teachers, and youth ministry directors for a new year of learning.
Embolden our witness to invite others to the table. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
For all the saints who confessed God’s name, we give thanks. May we cling
to the promise of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today,
and forever. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in
your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. (You may share a visual sign of peace to those around
you but please do not leave your seat.)
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Mother, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil,
for the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN — Praise to the Lord (ELW 844)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Music, graphics, and liturgy resources reprinted from SUNDAYS AND SEASONS, copyright 2021, Augsburg Fortress, unless otherwise noted.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-237492.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAY TO:
Donna D.

Dmitri L.

CONFIRMATION UPDATE
Confirmation classes will resume once again on September 11th. A letter
with detailed information was emailed to confirmation parents on
Thursday, August 18th. If you have any questions about confirmation,
please contact Joel, Linda or Russell.

UPCOMING AT FIRST LUTHERAN
Sunday, August 28
12th Sunday After Pentecost, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)

Sunday, September 4
13th Sunday After Pentecost, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)

Wednesday, September 7
Church Council Meeting, 7:00p (Zoom)

Sunday, September 11
14th Sunday After Pentecost, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)
Confirmation Class, 11:30 (Loft Room)

Sunday, September 18
15th Sunday After Pentecost, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)
Confirmation Class, 11:30 (Loft Room)

Sunday, September 25
[Orange Shirt Day]
16th Sunday After Pentecost, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Coffee and Conversation, 11:30a (Social Hall)
Confirmation Class, 11:30 (Loft Room)

DIRECTORY
Ministers
Office Administrator
Caretaker
Altar Guild Coordinator
Chancel Care
Envelope Secretary
Privacy Officer
Church Council
Marly Zell
Joel Westereng
Heidi Ackermann
Sylvia Harris
Carol Laslett
Emmanuel Manu
Kirsten Jensen
Karl van Spronsen

God's People
Norita Dobyns
[Sunday 8-1, Mon-Thurs 9-2, Fridays Closed]
Peter Dela Torre
TBD
Linda C. & Marion M. & Beverley F.
Gloria Tymm
Joel Westereng (privacy@firstlutheranvancouver.com)

Council Chair
Vice Chair + Education Committee
Secretary + Visioning Committee
Treasurer + Stewardship & Finance Committee
Music & Worship Committee
Property Committee
Constitution + HR Committee
COVID Task Force Coordinator
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