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First Lutheran is a community, a gathering of
people of diverse ages, cultures and traditions.
Just as Jesus opened himself to all and, by
implication, opened the reign of God to all, so
we, the members of First Lutheran seek to do
the same.
All are welcome here regardless of their race,
gender or sexual orientation; regardless of
their social, economic, educational, linguistic
or relationship status; regardless of their
citizenship, religious or cultural background or
makeup of their family; and regardless of their
physical, mental, emotional, or spiritual
condition. There is a place for you in our
community worship, service and life. We have
proudly served as a Reconciled in Christ
Congregation since 2000.
We acknowledge that we gather, worship,
work, and play on the unceded and ancestral
lands of the Coast Salish peoples, the
Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Watuth
nations. We are committed to learning and
raising awareness of our country’s historical
relationship with First Peoples and continue to
work toward true Reconciliation.

Returning to In Person Worship

We are pleased to return to In-person woship!
These services will look and feel different as we
take steps to ensure everyone’s safety.
As a sign of our care and love for one another,
we are requiring everyone over the age of 3 to
wear a mask, socially distance themselves, and
wash or sanitize their hands upon entry into
the church building. We require all attendees
age 12 and up to show proof of vaccination.
Worship attendees will be greeted at the
42nd street entrance off of the narthex when
doors open at 10am. All are welcome to join
us for 15 minutes of fellowship in the Narthex
directly following the service.
Communion will be with wafers only. Please
be respectful of social distancing as you move
forward There is a sanitizing station located
along the center aisle, please sanitize your
hands before proceeding forward and keep
your mask up while collecting your wafer. If
you need a gluten free wafer, please let the
presider know. We ask that you return to your
seat using the side aisles before consuming
your wafer.
Congregants with mobility needs can receive
communion at their seats as usual. If you do
not wish to receive communion, please cross
your arms over your chest to indicate that you
would prefer a blessing from the presider.
If you feel unwell for any reason or cannot
follow our COVID restrictions, please remain at
home and participate online. We will continue
to stream our services via YouTube.
(www.youtube.com/firstlutheranchurchvancouver)
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Fifth Sunday in Easter
May 15, 2022
Now the Feast and Celebration
PRELUDE
WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
It is with a heart for reconciliation that First Lutheran Church
acknowledges that we meet and work and worship on the traditional,
ancestral, and unceded lands of the Coast Salish peoples — the
Musqueam, the Squamish, and the Tsleil-Waututh nations.

GATHERING
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins. You are invited to stand.)
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End, our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN — Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION

SALUTATION
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your
Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen. (You may be seated)

WORD
FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18
A reading from Acts.
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down
from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As
I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and
birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and
eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has
ever entered my mouth.’ But a second time the voice answered from
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make
a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied
me, and we entered the man’s house.

He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying,
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then
God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard this,
they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given
even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 148 (Please sing the refrain at the beginning and again
where indicated below. The cantor will sing the verses).
REFRAIN

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were
created,
who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that
shall not pass away. [REFRAIN]

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; [REFRAIN]
REFRAIN

sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
young men and maidens, old and young together.
Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose
splendor is over earth and heaven.
The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord.
Hallelujah! [REFRAIN]
SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6
A reading from Revelation.
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;

he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all
things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL VERSE (You are invited to stand)

GOSPEL: John 13:31-35
The Holy Gospel, according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and
as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot
come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. (You may be seated)
SERMON—Pastor Tim LeDrew

HYMN OF THE DAY — Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377)
(You are invited to stand)

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection
for the church, people in need, and all of creation. (A brief silence).
Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or
desires, as the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts
in those we least expect. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Guided by the British Columbia Synod Prayer Cycle we pray; for Grace
Lutheran in Victoria, for Mount Olive Lutheran in Surrey, for prison
ministries and their chaplains. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural
world around us. Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you
have made. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With the World Council of Churches Ecumenical Prayers Cycle, we join
voices all over the world in praying for the following countries & territories
this week; for Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Nepal. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the
people who need their attention most, and turn them from the temptation
to hoard wealth or power. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For Ukraine and all those in war-torn lands. Guide global leaders toward
peace and justice. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress. As Christ enters
our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and great
need. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By
your love heal us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our
churches and communities. Let everyone know your goodness by the love
we show one another. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the
value of each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your
children, kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your lifegiving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
(You may be seated)
PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(You may share a visual sign of peace to those around you but please do
not leave your seat.) (You may be seated)

OFFERTORY HYMN — As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)

OFFERTORY PRAYER (You are invited to stand)
Let us pray.
Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully
release what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our
whole lives returned to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all
creation, through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

MEAL
DIALOG
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread,
so that we and all who share in the body of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son ☩, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen, amen, amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Mother, Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil,
for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen. (You may be seated)

LAMB OF GOD

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, come.
(Please come forward to receive communion in a manner that respects
social distancing. Please keep your mask up while receiving your wafer.)
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION — Beloved, God's Chosen (ELW 648)

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION (You are invited to stand)
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body strengthen,
keep and unite us, now and forever. Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger is no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus' name.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
May God bless and keep us.
May God's face shine on us and be gracious.
May God look on us with favour and ☩ give us peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN — Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379)

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Music, graphics, and liturgy resources reprinted from SUNDAYS AND SEASONS, copyright 2021, Augsburg Fortress, unless otherwise noted.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-237492.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY TO:
Mattias K.
Janet R.

Sylvia H.
Barbara M.

Linda D.
Felicia Q.

Irene M.
Irina L.

Sandi S.
Diane L.

FELLOWSHIP HOUR AFTER CHURCH TODAY
Please join us after church in the fellowship hall for coffee, light snacks,
and fellowship! If you are interested in hosting an upcoming coffee hour,
please call Donna Dufresne.

BETTY ANDERSON
We received word that Betty Anderson, a beloved member of our
congregation, died peacefully in her sleep on Friday, May 6th surrounded
by her Mother's Day roses. Our prayers are with her and her family.

PASTOR REBEKAH AWAY
Pastor Rebekah will be away at the BC Synod Study Conference for
continuing ed (May 11th—18th). Pastor Anita Saroop (Spirit of Life) will be
providing Pastoral Care coverage.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
In addition to worship leaders, we are in need of offering counters each
Sunday. You can sign up for any of these roles in the narthex or you can
talk with Norita about volunteering. No experience necessary.

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE—MONDAY, MAY 23rd
The church office will be closed on Monday, May 23rd in observance of
Victoria day.

UPCOMING AT FIRST LUTHERAN
Sunday, May 15
Fifth Sunday of Easter, Holy Communion, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Fellowship Hour, 11:30a (Fellowship Hall)

Sunday, May 22
Sixth Sunday of Easter, Holy Communion, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Sunday School, 11:30 (Fellowship Hall)

Sunday, May 29
Seventh Sunday of Easter, Holy Communion, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Fellowship Hour, 11:30a (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday School, 11:30 (Study Room)
Confirmation, 11:30 (Loft Room)

Sunday, June 5
Pentecost, Holy Communion, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Fellowship Hour, 11:30a (Fellowship Hall)
Sunday School, 11:30 (Study Room)
Confirmation, 11:30 (Loft Room)

Sunday, June 12
The Holy Trinity, Holy Communion, 10:30a (Sanctuary / YouTube)
Fellowship Hour, 11:30a (Fellowship Hall)
Confirmation Make Up Class, 11:30 (Sanctuary)

Christ is Risen
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You can find First Lutheran on:
Twitter:
FirstLutheranVan
Instagram:
first.lutheran.vancouver

Pastor Anita Saroop (Spirit of Life) will be providing pastoral care
coverage through May 18th while Pastor Rebekah is away. She can be
reached by email (pastoraneeta@gmail.com) or cell (1 250 812-5965) for
emergencies. For non-emergency matters, please contact the office at
info@firstlutheranvancouver.com or ph: 604-435-6020.

