This morning we welcome
Viktor Graham Wesley M.
into the Body of Christ
through the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism. Viktor is the
newborn son of Timo M.
and Helena F. and a
younger brother to Erik.
Viktor’s sponsors are Gary B. and Cheryl K..

Also this morning we welcome
Barbara B. and Candace S. into congregational
membership.
Barbara is a pharmacist and Candace is a student
at BCIT studying prosthetics (artificial limbs).

Our prayers for a full and
swift recovery are with
Cherie D. who underwent
major surgery on Friday.

We mourn with Russell on the
4 unexpected death of his
= @ brother.
Rest eternal grant him, O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine
upon him.

You are invited to Our Saviour Lutheran Church’s
Evening of Music featuring the
Surrey Children’s Choir Surrey Youth Chorus
Surrey Youth Chamber choir

Sunday, December 13, 7:00 pm
Tickets $10.00

Our Saviour is located at
6340 No. 4 Road Richmond, BC
Phone: 604 270-0085

An Invitation from
Mount Olivet Lutheran Church

Love for LUMS

a fundraising concert for the
Lutheran Urban Mission Society
featuring the North Shore
Concert Band

Tuesday, December 15, 7:30 pm
Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church
1700 Mountain Highway
North Vancouver

Admission by Donation

Dessert Potluck

Please don’t forget our annual dessert

potluck on December 20 after
the service.
This is the time of the year when
everyone is invited to bring
a favourite dessert to share.

Homestay

Anyone interested
in hosting Japanese
students from UBC,
please contact the
church office at 604
435-6020. About 7
students are waiting
for families to
welcome them in
their homes during the Christmas
break to help them practice their
English while school is not in
session.
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 6, 2009
Holy Communion, Setting 1

Worshippers may wish to light a votive candle in memory of a loved one or for meditation. This may be done at any
time before or during the liturgy except during community prayers, readings or homily. Since the number of candles
is limited and to avoid mishaps, parents and caregivers are asked to be attentive when allowing children to light one.

INTRODUCTION

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the Baptizer's voice in the wilderness may
be the principal focus of the day, Malachi's prophesy could as easily herald the coming Lord Jesus as forerunner of
the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we
prepare the way for the coming of the Lord and assist all flesh in capturing a vision of the "salvation of God."

Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342 — Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-
day Turkey. According to legend, he was famous for his giving to the poor, and so has become a symbol of
anonymous gift-giving.

PRESERVICE MUSIC He Shall Feed His Flock (Messiah) George Frederic Handel
Pastorale in G Areangelo Corelli
GATHERING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADVENT CALL TO WORSHIP #247 “Come Now O Prince of Peace” (Women’s Chorus)

Two candles on the Advent wreath are lit during the singing

GATHERING HYMN #453 “Baptized and Set Free”

ORDER FOR HOLY BAPTISM p. 227
CHILDREN’S TIME

Solo “Hope Is a Star” Brian Wren & Joan Collier Fogg
GREETING AND KYRIE p. 98

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.
By his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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“NOW, LORD, YOU LET YOUR SERVANT” p. 113

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (All rise)

SENDING
BLESSING (Threefold Blessing) p. 115
SENDING HYMN #254 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE Prepare the Royal Highway Paul Manz

Announcements
This Week AdventChristmas Schedul

Wednesday _
Jewish-Christian dialogue, 9:00 am December 13 Third Advent, 10:30 am
Jewish Festival of Hannukah

begins at sundown December 15 Christmas Tree Decorating, 7:00 pm

Next Sunday
Sunday School, 9:15 am
Worship, 10:30 am

December 20 Fourth Advent, 10:30 am
(Advent Lessons and Hymn Service)
Potluck Dessert, after service

. December 24 Carol & Candlelight, 7:30 pm
Socks/Underwear Drive
December 25 Christmas Day Eucharist, 10:30 am
We are also accepting donations to the
Annual Sock/Underwear Drive. December 27 First Sunday After Christmas,
Please leave donations (new only 10:30 am
please) in the basket at the narthex
designated January 3 Joint Epiphany/Los Reyes Service

for this purpose. All items will be given
to Collingwood Neighbourhood House
for distribution to those living on the
streets.

with St. Thomas Anglican
10:00 am at St. Thomas




Forgiving God, your presence is known among us in the breaking of the bread and in prayer.
Energize those who pray faithfully for this congregation, that their intercessions

will further empower this community for witness and service.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Uniting God, in you we are held together in communion with all the living of every time
and place. We remember before you this day all who have died especially Nicholas,
Bishop of Myra, whom we commemorate this day and ... Help us and look to the day
when in your love we shall walk together again in the light of your presence.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Alert and on guard for the coming of the Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting all things to your never-failing love in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING/OFFERTORY (Flute Solo) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Anne Krantz Organ

OFFERTORY PRAYER (All rise) p. 107

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING (The three-fold exchange is sung unaccompanied)

“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” p. 108
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Prayer over the gifts) p. 110
FRACTION The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

“LAMB OF GOD” . p. 112

It is Christ himself who invites all the baptized members of God’s family —

and all our guests — to come to his table where he gives his body and blood,

along with the gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation under the forms of bread and wine.

¥ B During Advent, the wafer is received in the open palm. All may drink from the first (common) cup
or, instinct (dip) the wafer into the second (pouring) cup. Those who desire prayer and anointing
for the healing of any illness or brokenness in mind, body or spirit are invited

to receive these blessings after communing.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
#259 “Fling Wide the Door”
Prelude on ‘Divinuum Mysterim’ John Watkinson
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WORD

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4

The Lord announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means "my messenger") shall
prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God's people, as silver and gold are refined.

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the LORD whom you seek
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight —
indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. “But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; *he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they
present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. “Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

Response after reading: Thanks be to God.

PSALM Luke 1:68-79

In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us. (Luke 1:78)
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the dawn from on high will break up - on  us.

®Blessed are you, Lord, the "God of Israel,
you have come to your people and ' set them free.
You have raised up for us a ' mighty Savior,
born of the house of your ' servant David. R
"Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us ' from our enemies,
"from the hands of ' all who hate us,
"to show mercy ' to our forebears,
and to remember your ' holy covenant.
"This was the oath you swore to our ' father Abraham:
"t0 set us free from the hands of our ' enemies,
free to worship you ' without fear,
"holy and righteous before you, all the days ' of our life. R
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®And you, child, shall be called the prophet of ' the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to pre- ' pare the way,
"to give God's people knowledge ' of salvation
by the forgiveness ' of their sins.
*In the tender compassion ' of our God
the dawn from on high shall ' break upon us,
™to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shad- ' ow of death,
and to guide our feet into the ' way of peace. R
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SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-1

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in partnership
with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends
as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.

’I thank my God every time I remember you, “constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, *because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. °I
am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. "It is right for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. *For God is my witness, how
I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. >And this is my prayer, that your
love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight '°to help you to determine
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, ''having produced
the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Response after reading: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Let Your Steadfast Love” (Sing before and after reading) p- 103

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6

John the Baptist is a herald of the saving Lord, whose way is prepared by "repentance for the forgiveness of sins."
As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that
will be challenged by this coming Lord.

Response after announcement: Glory to you, O God

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,
and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, *during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. *He went into all the region
around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, “as it is
written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. *Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough ways made smooth; ®and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

Response to conclusion of reading: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHOIR ANTHEM “Peace, Peace” Richard Kingsmore

HYMN OF THE DAY #249 “On Jordan’s Bank” (vv. 1-3)

HOMILY (Silence for reflection follows John’s visit and words)

HYMN #249 “On Jordan’s Bank” (vv. 4-5)

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
Waiting and watching for our sure and certain hope, let us pray for the world redeemed,
the church reformed, and for all people restored in the coming one. A brief silence.

Purifying God, you are always the giver of new beginnings; you are ever the author of salvation.
Let the salvation you have prepared for all flesh be proclaimed with joy by faithful messengers
of your word. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Cleansing God, you promise to flood the world in the saving waters of your love.
Strengthen the church in its calling to baptize and teach, that all who are washed in Christ
will grow in grace and righteousness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Fulfilling God, you begin a good work in every person and assure that you will bring it

to completion. Be with those who are suffering any loss, especially..., and those for whom
grief and sorrow accentuates a sense of incompleteness or abandonment.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Refining God, your creative hand continues to sustain the world you have made. Where pollution
disrupts air and water, grant us wisdom and a will to foster care for the resources you have given.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



